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Guatemalan President Appeals To U.S. &amp; Other
Countries To "respect" Central American Leaders' Wishes
by Deborah Tyroler
Category/Department:  General
Published:  Wednesday, September 23, 1987
In a Sept. 22 speech before the UN General Assembly, Guatemalan President Vinicio Cerezo
appealed to the US and other countries to "respect" the wishes of Central American leaders and
support the peace accord signed in Guatemala last month. Cerezo called US public opinion on
Central America "very positive" and suggested that Washington develop a "consistent" and
"bipartisan agreement on policy in relation to our region." The peace accord calls for the suspension
of all aid to irregular armies and insurgents in the area. Recent polls have shown most Americans
oppose the administration's efforts to send further aid to the contras. Cerezo's remarks came on
the second day of the General Assembly's annual general debate on world issues. Several other
speakers, including the foreign ministers of Mexico, Canada and Denmark, expressed strong
support for the peace accord and called for a halt to intervention in the region. (Basic data from AFP,
09/22/87; NEW YORK TIMES, 09/23/87)
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